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THE FIRST BRITONS (*) 

IN VALPARAISO . 

(1817-1827.) 

I. 

MR. PRESIDENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 

K ind11ess is an old virtue of Engli sh hearts, and trusting 
myself entirely to this noble feeling of yours, I dare to address 
you in your native lang uage upon a matter of considerable 
interest and difliculty, claiming beforehand your kind indul-
gence in my favor. 

I am perfectly aware, ladies and gentlemen, of the audacity 
of mind required to speak before an enlightened English com-
munity in the beautiful, but extremely delicate lang uage which 
was spoken to mankind by the bard of Avon and the bol!l 
eagle of Missolonghi , bnt I confide myself entirely to your 
goodness and the generous purposes of your Associal.ion con-
secrated to promote the v,elfare of Young Men. 

(•) I have prcfcn cll the w ol'Cl " Drlton ' ' to " Engllsh" as more comprchcnsi rn, as It lncludes 
the ~cotch. Iri sh, &c. 
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'l'o such a noble work I wi sh to lend my feeble ai<1, an<l 

sn1Tendering myself to your wi, hes, I \\'ill endea,vo r to recount 
to you a short sumn1.ary of the se rvices lent by yonr forefa,tber8 
to tlie liberty, prosperity and civili zation of this to-day pros-
perou city, and at large to this ho. pi.table con11try so often call ed 
"The England of the Pacifi.c." 

II. 

I do not intend, certainly, to carry yon as far back in the 
course of past centuries as to relate the audacious, but covetons, 
exploits of your daring sailors of the sixteenth century, during 
whieh your illustrious Drake, being the first Engli slnuan who 
went round the world, suddenl y dropped the anchor of his 
fhmou s littl e ship, the Golden H ind, in tbi s solitary harbo1·, 
guided by a native fisherman, on the memorabl e morning of tbe 
4t h of December, 1578, when this brave but unscrupu lous com-
mander bu rn t the only mean mud bodega built on the sea-sho re, 
am1, in the words of an old .1£n glish chronicler, "they fo ll, to and 
feasted right merrilie" , with the old and generous Penco wine. 

III. 

Neither will I occupy your time with the history of the 
,vhilom enterprises of your nobl e countryman, t-ir Thomas 
Cavendish, who encountered at Quintero, misled by another 
Indian fisherman, th e <lashing at tack of the Chilian warriors ten 
years after Sir Francis Drake's lncky excursions ·on this coast. 
(November 4, 1587.) 

And neither would I r ecall the gallant fi ght and smTeuder 
of the third English ad venturer of that century, the unfortunate 
Richard Ifawkin s, who bravely attac ked by don B eltran de 
Castro in the waters of P eru, offered, when badly woum1ed, his 
·word and hi gold as a ran ·om to his noble cap tor, bnt received 
in return merely the r eqnes t that when the captured chieftain 
should reach his na tive bores h e sh ould send " two English 
pointers" as th e pri ce of his f1.·eedom. 
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I . 

I will pause only for a moment in the course of tlns 
lecture to recall to mind a circumstance which has not boon 
proved, bnt which throw a dark shade on the r eputation of the 
last named En o·lish commander. The Catholi c Spaniards 
acc used him of having thrown into the sea, in this very bay, 
from bis elegant ship, the Dainty , a crucifix on account of his 
hatred of the Roman Catholic religion, which insult, trnc or 
false, originated in Santiago a famous procession called "Del 
Desagravio" , i11tcnclcd to appease the anger of tho Almigh ty ,· 
cclcbratin °· every year in commemoration of the o{fonco, ancl 
in a solemn and pompous mauncr, the recovery of the sacred 
relic by th net ot' a, Valpan:1,if?o fishorma:l , 

V. 

After tho g roat English circumnavigators of tho worl d 
of the sixtee nth century, whose names we have passed in rapid 
review, there fo llowed, during th e next ago, tho toniblo, b ut 
ro mantic, bu ccan eers, who fu rrowed tho waters of tho P acific 
fo r nearly half a century, not in search of glory, commerce or 
di covory, bu t of plnndor. " Beauty and booty" , was their 
watchword, and Valparaiso, owing to tho fea r with which their 
daring loo ls inspired tho inh ml towns, haJ the aclvantage of 
being declared by tho King of Spain a "plaza de guerra" . Sub-
sequently tho old fo rt ress callecl t he Cas tle of San Antonio, 
existing still, but higher up tho hill than forme rly , was built, 
and soon after tho groat but abs urcl fo r t ress of San J ose with it:; 
open battery call ed the Planchada. This ponderous work ot 
stone an<l brick occupied tho centre of tho bay, at the same 
t i me tlrnt the well-pb nn od battery en barbelle, La Concepcion, wa 
b uil t on t ho most easterly extremity of tho old bay and por t, by 
command of tho w,1tchfo l Spanish monarchs against tho Sharps' 
tho Davies', the Knigh ts' , and a hundl'od mor a(l vontnrer 
sea-rovers, nncl sea-robbers of those remote clars, 



VI. 

N everthclcss, tho fear of the heretical Britons in this 
secluded possession of j ealous, blind Spain, was not a slen<lel' 
stimulus to national progress, bringing to the sea-shore the 
whole f'trength and wealth of the inland cities. 

Valpat'aiso, a miserable hamlet, was t ransformed into a 
small but tolerable village through the panic inspired by the 
daring :filibusters who crossed, on foot, the Isthmus of Panama, 
g nidcd by tho gallant Englishman Morgan. 

Of great interest would undoubtedly be to you the drama-
tic record of more noble enterprises carried to a successful issue 
on these coasts by more illustrious Britons than those just 
mentioned, and it would afford mo a particu lar pleasure to 
relate tho exploits of the chivalrous Lord Anson, when, in the 
middle of las t century, ho unexpectedly blockaded this port and 
captured one of my own ancestol's, to whom the gallant com-
rnander presented a sword, ·which was preserved in Chi.le as a 
family relic during many subsequen t years. No less interesting, 
I pro ume, would it be to you to hear of the adventures of 
tho Chi.lian captivity of one of the midshipmen of Lord Anson's 
fleet, who was afterwards a famous admiral and discoverer, 
Aclrniral Byron, grand-uncle of the immortal poet who, in our 
age, revived Shakespeare, and, perhaps, in some of his poems, 
surpassed him. 

VII. 

I ask your benevolent patience in order to point out to you 
in connection with this circumstance, tho fa,ct that tho Byrons 
of England have had a mysterious sympathy for this land of 
Chile, whose gate of entrance was called since its conquest 
"The Valley of Paradise." 

Admiral Byron lived in Santi.ago, not as an enemy or as 
a pri soner, but as a youthful guest; his nephew, the great poet, 
(it has been lately discovered) wanted to come to hide his 



sublime mclauuholy at the foot of the gigantic Andes and ·what 
was still st ranger, when he died at Missolonghi, defending the 
liberty of Grecco, his successor to the title, Lord, then Captain , 
Byron, was lying with his ship, the Blonde, in this harbor. 

AdrniralByronrelatos fnrth erin his "Voyages" that havino· 
become acquainted in Santiago with the noble, bnt to-day 
almo t extinct, family of Jiron, these claimed to be his r elations, 
which was o·ladly admitted by the young prisoner-of-war, there 
not existing, in bis opi.uion, any other difl-iculty to prove the 
case than that of changing tho J of the Jiron into a B of the 
Biron .... 

VIII. 

But snch so uvenirs of times past will carry us too fat· away 
from the real and limited subject of our theme, and I will try 
to confine myself to the particular epoch in which the influence 
of your race commenced to have a leg itimate and peaceful field 
of action, your forefathe t·s aiding us to become free with their 
steel, and prosperous with their gold. 

The era of that mighty help will be everlasting, but its 
initial point of departure was more properly limited to the 
t ime of the struggle of our independence, and more particularly 
to the era of practical liberty lasting from the battle of Chaca-
buco, (1817), u1 to the recognition of onr independence ten 
years later (1827) by the English government. 

'l'hi s <l ec:-ule is, more or les ·, tho space allotted to this 
lcdure; bu t in onlcr to mark wi th more falclity what the .first 
Britons wore and what they nnllcrtook en behal f of Valparaiso, 
I will beg lca\·c to tell yon what Valp:traiso was befor e your 
grandfathers lancl cd on its melancholy and de crted hore. 

Do not fo rget, my good b earers, that I do not prctcncl to 
<lclivcr on thi s ocea ion a 1i cl£1,borate piece of li te rature, or evc11 
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to pl'esent you with an exhanstivo hi storical essay. My intenw 
tion, and the object of this meeting, are purely domestic. I 
have come to you as an honest country gentleman (and such is 
tho precise case of my visit to this noble Hall) to communicate 
pl'ivately to you the virtues and benefits of your ancestors, 
pointing ont to the fotnre the road they followed, that we may 
imitate their example and consecrate to their memory tho warm 
demon stration of public oTatitude. 

vV!ion the cry of independence was first heard in this 
cou ntry at tho end of 1810, Valparaiso was certainly not a city, 
it was hardly a village. Like tho Homo of tho .French poet, 
Valparaiso was not in Valparaiso , because its bay, enclosed in 
t ho space of a few hundred yards, ·was conside red only ns tho 
landing place of Santiago, its proud and aristocratic capital. 
Valpat·aiso during colonial ti.mes was tho port of Santiago or 
simply" Tho P ort" , as it was generally denominated. 

At first, in the sixteenth centu ry, this now prosperous 
commonwealth was a dopomloncy of Quillota, whoeo correjidor· 
was oblio·ed to mount his mule whenever a shi.p appeared in 
t ho ofli.ng of tho port, once or twice a year, or when the captain 
asked for pormis ion to go back to Arica or Callao, tho only 
(rnding port then open, by royal authority, to our products of 
wheat, charqui and tallow. S ncli was tho condition of the port 
of Valparaiso under tho poli tica l rC'gime of tho Spaniards in this 
country . 

.b.,rom a religious point of view Valparai so, it will hardly 
be believed, was a dopenclcncy of the curate of Casablanca, who 
at Lent time (which is also harveAting time in Chile) was bound 
to come to say Mass to the sailor :,; of tho one or two ship:,; lying 
in tho harbor, and carry back to his poor clisrnautlocl church 
the alms of tho o·enoron s toi.lorn of tho sea. 

X. 

Uuclor such depros::: ing circutn ,·La11 ce ' Valparaiso eo nlcl not 
pretend to rise to any imporLan co as a city or aH a. sea-port. It 
was l1alfa convent nn<l half a di!.1pidatcll fortress, bnt nothing 
more. 
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Every hill between the two geographical limits of the 
place , that is to say, between t ho Castl e of San A ntonio and an 
easterly point, ca lled since that t ime th e Gruz de R eyes , was 
crowned uy a convent; first Sa,nto Dom,ingo, w1iich up to 1767 
was the r csideuce of J esuits; noxt San Fmneisco, still cxi,;,ting , 
with a s1nall square in front, in whi ch inclosnre the ]!'rcnch 
t ravell er, B'rczier, saw a bull-fight; and lastly, San A,r;ustin, 
eo uvcr ted aJtc rwards into a theatre de tinc<l in time to witness 
a mos t tragic event, the account of which will bring this lecture 
to a close. 

In tho centre of this cluste r of churches , of cloisters, and 
fo rtresses, the friars, disputin o· for the small area of level g round 
wi th t ho soldi ers, built the old pari tib clrnr •h, a mi :;;c rnbl c 
co untry ch ape l p rese rved t.o potitcrity by the faithful pencil ot 
an Eng lit;lt ar tist, t li c cdcbrutcd Mary Graham, afterwa rds 
Lady Ca lcott, 

Tho convents of tho hill s left, n cvcr th oloss, suflicicnt 
space fo r tho clnmsy t il e-roofed huge bodC'_r;as of the Rho re, from 
which the national produ ts, thefrutos dcl }Jais wer e embarked 
'di rec tly in their costaLc , or hide bags, to the ~hips, there being 
no othe r wh arf in the bay than the shoulder of th e rude cirrie1·0 
who brought tho wheat or charqui from the interior valleys . 
And yet, m any of th ese bodegas were tho property of the nuus 
of Santiago, and np to a r ecent period there still cxi tcd those 
of the Clarisas and A,r;ustinas, near that of tho Estanco Viejo, 
existi ng yet ancl known to many li ving English in thi ci ty. 
Th e wcaltby fami ly of the Iniguez, a nd tho c of Mantero la, 
and Varela occnpicd with their bodc.r;a the whole length of the 
present catle clC' Prat, divided at the 1111c{ml(la dcl ALmcndro by 
a rn dc \\'OO<lc n 1Jl'i(1gc, th e pucnlc de Varcl,i, having, eve ry 0n c 
of those cno rrn onti adobe and ti. le-roofed bu il dings, a large corrnl 
fJr tho rnnl cs and cos/ales extendin g to tl10 water's edge. These 
1'01Tatrs form c(l in latur yearn Cochrane s(reot, wl1 cn th e 
g overnlll ent, ,1ft cr protracted laws ni t ·, rcco,Tcrccl po:scssio11 
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of the vacant land which the sea, in r eti ring, had left vacant. 
Befo re that time th e sales of lot fo r building purposes had 
invariably these sing ular and peculiar limits : " H a ta las 
arenas del mar" , and " hasta donde el comprador cabe cl ccrro". 
The hills, even Cerro Alegre and Cerro de la ConcezJcio11 , had no 
value whatever. 

At th e same time, most of the vessels visiting the harbor 
fo r the p urpose of l anding sugar and ri o from Li ma and 
taking in exchano·e g rain , j erked beef, hides a ncl nc0·1·ocs, had 
t he uames of sain ts, uch as, fo r instance, N uestra scffora de 
Dolores, },fi senora del Carmen, L as JYi ercede , while one of those 
old h ulks r ej oiced in the name of Et Santo Cri to de L ero, and 
anot her in that of El gran poder de Dios. The latLer , in spite 
of her pompous name, was afterwards captured, during the 
war of independence, by the h eretical Anglo-Ohi.lian privateer, 
L a Fort1wa. (181 8.) 

In fact, the old inhabit ants of old V alparaiso did not need 
p rin ted almanac i n their abodes, a all had the par ticula r 
sain ts of their devo tion on prcad on their r ock s, t heir churchcq, 
their fort r sos, their bodega , and their ships. 

XII. 

In t he narrow space left between the clifts and the shor e, 
which befo re the modern and abrnpt volcanic uprising of the 
land and the ar tifi cial embankment of the harbor , t011ch c l 
the foot of the hills, scar cely l eaving room fo r a ~inglc crook ed 
lane, proud ly call ed "a st reet", the puny r esidences of the 
i nhabitants, a fe w hun l. rcd:, in number, were seattcrcd i n most 
p ietnrcsqnc but irr0g ula r co nfusion. T he house · wer e nearly 
all of one stor c_y and had a co rridor of rough pillars, (lwrcon,: ) 

ut in the still th ick ly woo<lcd r; uebmdas. \Vith r espec t to the 
fo otr a th ::J 01· arera it is known that up to the iir t years of 
t he present centu ry, t he pi om; neighbors who every Su nday 
morn ing a ttcmlccl mass at Sa11 .A _r;u li11, had to climb their 
mty a long a sl ippery foo tpaLh protcctc<l on both siclcs of tb c 
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actual Plaza cle la J usticia by a line of espino posts, until the 
parties i11tcrcstcd in finding a remedy fo r tbis state of affairs 
'al led a pnblic meeting, an<l ·collected three dollars for repairs. 

XIII. 

W e have previously asserted that the City and Port of 
Va lparaiso clicl not reach further than the Crnz de Reyes, a 
stony prnmontory, a kind of cuest/,/, like the one call ed Alto del 
Puerto in the capita l, wbicb derived its name from a wealthy 
Portn °·nese merchant of the seventeenth centu ry, owner of the 
first ship belongino· to the Kingdom of Chile, whose name was 
don Gaspar de Reyes, secular propri etor of that abrupt defile. 
The people used to call the place La Punta de R eyes, but the 
ship, N uestra SeiT.ora cle la H ermila, having been wrecked on the 
outermost rocks of the reef on September 9, 1769, with the loss 
of many lives, the good people of the neighborhood erected a 
memorial cross wi th the spare yards of the ill-fated vessel, and 
hence its actual name of Cruz de R c.lJCS. Perhaps it " 'onld 
have been more correct and more sio·nifi.cant to have called it 
Cruz de la liermita, 

XIV. 

From that place up to the mouth of the quebracla de San 
Juan de D ias, for m0re than half a mile, all communication 
di sappeared with the rural, sandy beach called the Almenclrat. 
The rough and bold point, del Oabo, at the foot of the Cerro del 
Ohivato was, like Cape Horn, Cape Cod, or the Cape of Gootl 
H ope, an almost impassabl e barrier between the two suburbs, 
and th is in such a mann er that in old plates, as those of Frczicr, 
L o Gentil, anrl F cnill ec we see plainly marked tho winding pass 
that not on ly tho arriero, but tho inh abitants of both extrem-
iti es used to avoitl the tremendous in te rvening surf. It is 
sing nlar cnong h to call for remark at this point that th e most 
central, lively, and prosperous street of mode rn Valparaiso was 
once a so litary, narrow rod, hourly <lisputed to man and boast 
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by t ho infuriated ocean, and rendered still more dangerou s by 
th e assaults of brig .mds hidden in the recesses of the lonely 
de.file. 

Tho calle del (;abo (to-clay E smemlcla) was dreaded like the 
Ccrritlos de Teno , or th o Pan de A zilca1· at Colina, up to modern 
tim ol:l , and nobolly ventured to pa1os this lonely, roug h way 
nnarmod or wi th out bein g escorted by th o sereno , until t lio 
, hooting of a daring rntlian by a bravo man cleared tho pass of 
tho drago u. 1'ltis lil>orator, worthy of St. George , wa, an 
l£ng lish1na11, 

rv. 

It was only during the present century that au ente rprising 
Di scayan m erchant, dou J oaquin Villaurrn tia, tho Edwards of 
hi s t ime up to tho battle of Chacabu co, built on tho narrow 
spot now called Plaza del Otden a bode.r;a, a solitary, ugly h ouse , 
a long with a rough stone wharf, 32 varas long, at the :toot of 
t ho Cerro do la Co ncepcion. Ge neral Mack onna, when a 
cap tain of ong in oors, had tho idea of takin °' advantage of that 
central position a nd i t ' j etty fo r t ho erection of a low ba tte ry; 
but tho B i1:,cayan's pO\\'e rfnl influence defeated the sch eme. 
So me yearl:l afte rward :=, anoth er B riton, a m an of genius, m ore 
th an a nrnn of skill , (Mr. Searl e) proposed to Governor P or tn,los 
to enl a rge t lto city by bl owiug down into t he 1:JOa by one g igan tic 
b last ha lf of th o Con o do la Concepcion, bu t tli e foa r of tho 
inhabita n ts would not a ll ow of the exec ution of such a bold 
under takin g . 

X VI. 

Vill aurrn tia's " ·h arf was the artificial link of eornmnni-
cation b etwee n th o P or t (cl P uerto) a nd th e Almendral ; but 
th is outskir t of both vill ages, t ho mari time a nd t he nrn:tl one, 
<lid n ot p rope rly begin unt il the q1wbrada where t he co nven t 
nncl th e San J uan cle Dios H ospita l (to-day Comm oclo r 
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Latorrc's block of buildings) stood in an i 'Olatcd position 
amongst almost primeval woods, irrigated hy an alrnnda11t 
rivulet, a source of weal th and revenue to the friars. 

From thence followed eastward an uneven, lone, sandy 
space used as an alojarnicnlo de cari·clas, when these rode vehicles 
were detained off the Port by the dangerous shadows of the 
night or the clrnngcablc caprices of the tide. It is owing to 
this that San Juan de D ias street, yet retains the form of the 
wave, with the visible mark of the advancing and retiring water. 
The alojam,icnlo de carreta of Valparaiso, in a similar way to the 
basurero of the Canada of Santiago, was converted afterwards 
into the Plaza de la Victoria, t1nd from thi s open, dirty space 
commenced the real Almendral, irrigated at turns by the 
waters of t,vo rivulets which almost e11 closed its area from the 
.Rinconada cle P ocuro to the sea-shore. 

The :first of these ri vnlcts or estern called de las P iedras, 
had its title changed at the beginning of the present age for 
t hat of Jaime, the name of a good man (don Jcnaro J aime) who 
had a kiln for burning bricks and tiles in the Rinconada, and 
who built for the use of his heavily laden carrctas a solid bridge 
of his own material. 

The second estero divided the Almendral from Polanco 
a narrow strip of land belonging to don Santiago Polanco, to 
whose chdcara the good fami lies of the Port, shut up as in a 
prison, used to go in carretas to partake of strawberries when 
t he snmmer m~1de its welcome appearance. An abrupt and 
sombre hill called tlrn Morro (now the Baron Hill) closed the 
bay and the plain in that direction. 

, VIL 

The Almcndeal had i11 its eat·ly times been granted to a 
Casti li an conquer on as a re,vard for past services lent in many 
blool1y battles with the Araucanians; his name was Diego l1c 
U lloa, and the date of his legal title 1613. But a century late r 
the Prior of the Merced, J eronimo de Vera, a pushing m:m , 
associated with the curate of the Matriz, bouo-ht the whole lot 
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fo r two thousand dol lars, and sold it for quinlas ancl chdcaras 
to the arrieros of the Port of Santiago. I n fact, at that t ime, 
the A lmendral was a village entir ely independent of the vill a·ge 
call ed el Puerto. 'l' he Freneh botani st F eui.l lee, who visited it 
in 1712, in speaking ofit says :-"The vill age of the Al menclral 
lies a small leagu e (petite licuc) away from Valparaiso; and until 
reeently, when any one " ·ent to the P ort to have a legal deed 
in serted in the public r egister, he never omitted fo declare 
bimself-"vecino del Alrncnclral" - just as he would have declared 
that he was a citizen of the city of th e Seine or of L ondon." 
The t ime is even within the limits of my recollections, wh en 
the inhabitants of the Almendral used to send every morning 
to th e stables belonging to an I talian ( opposite to the Merced 
and where the th eatre now stands) to enquire if the diligence 
for the Port would leave that clay and at what hom ... . 

Up to the days of the war of independence the land in th e 
Almendra l was almost valu eless for building purposes, owing 
to the fea r of irr uptions of the sea, which had happened three 
times (earthquakes of 1647, 1730 and 1751) in the course of a 
century. 

F or snch goocl reasons the land in the Alrnendral was 
devoted to the cu ltivation and roaring of vegetab les, melons, 
pumpkins, barley, ol ives and peaches, and, in fac t, all kinds of 
t rees exeept almonds . The real Almendral had existed in the 
Cabri teria, and it is cu rious to kn ow that the bl'oad and hand-
some calle de la Victoria owes its actual fo r m to the circum-
stance of its having been the race-cou rse of those good simple 
arriero and muleteers. On one side of the long street th e 
Fathers of the Sacred H eart sowed in one of their little 
enclosures, or city potreros, three fanegas ·of barley, only 
Beventy-five years ago. 

XVIlI. 

Respecting the houselcss hill s al'Ouncl tho .Port we have 
said that t he one opposite to tho P lanchada was occupied by 
the enormons, bnt useless, Castillo blanco or de San J ose, 
which was utterly ruined in t he earthquake of 1822; the le-vel 
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plain of the cerro do la Concepcion had another battery, whilst 
on the corro Alegre there existed a cancha de chueca allotted as 
a play-ground to the Indians of tho Rinconada, whose last cacique 
was Alonso Ventura. 'rhoso wore the surviving fishermen of 
the tribe of Quintil, (tho Indian name of Valparaiso) to which 
Juan de Saavedra, tho bravo vanguard chief of Almagro, born 
in Valparai so, in Estromadura, where a convent of San Fer-
nando still exists, remarking tho similitude of that woody 
hollow to tho shady quebradas of tho bay of Quintil gave to it 
the name of his romantic birthplace. Besides that there are 
in Old Spain six or seven places that boar tho welcome name 
of Valparaiso, that is to say, vallcs del paraiso. 

XIX. 

Such was, or as it would be more correct to say, such were 
the two little towns that formed the old port of Santiago, when 
the dawn of tho century appeared with a brighter horizon. The 
Almendral was the city of the land-carriers, a1'rieros, pescadores, 
carrete,ros, and those who nsed to let their horses for hire for 
inland travelling. In the Port, close to the sea, lived the 
ocean-carriers, and those that hired their ships for the unavoid-
able voyages to Callao, to Penco, and very seldom and reluc-
tantly to the presidios of Valdivia and Juan Fernandez . '11 he 
anchorage was so small, yet sufficiently large enough for the 
poor trade of those days that some years ago (1868) I was 
shewn by an old resident (don Manuel Blanco) the precise 
wooden post, with the iron rings attached, to which the captains 
of vessels used to make their cables fast, nearly in the centre 
of the present Plaza de E ch{LUrren. 

"Between the base of the hills and the sea'', wrote a tra-
veller of British extraction who visited Valparaiso in the month 
of August 1802, trying to describe this, then miserable place, 
"is a street of moderate breadth, which is bounded on the west 
by high and precipitous hills; and on the east, is continued to 
the adjoining village of Almenclral. In this street are the best 
)1ouses ; some of which are two stories high, of brick plaster d, 
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arnl of ordin ary stru ctnrc and appearan ce . Cro .. sing thi s str0ct 
at ri o·ht angles, a rc other. in the deep chasms between the hill s, 
which soo n cease to be street. , and uecorn c crooked and narrow 
paHrn, leading up, Oil either side the hill s, to cottngcs and hut8 
of ,·cry mean appearance. The church, ,diiclt is a very ordinary 
st ru ctnrc, is situated on an elevation in one of the cro ,. streets, 
and near the centre of the town. The castle, including the 
Govern or's residence, front · on the bay, and is a dilapidated 
enclosu re, unworthy of the name ." 

xx. 

'l'h c nuthor of the pas age we have jusL quoted was the 
ce lebrated Captain Cleveland, a native o{ Salem, Mass., ancl 
one of the most :vlventurous sai lors kno,Yn in the Paci.tic at 
t hat time. 

H e ad<ls that he fou nd anchored in the harbor four Ame-
rican ships, all su pc tcd of being Eno·lish, rm<l consequently 
detain ed under the guns of the three ca.tles of the place. One 
of the su picious ships was the llazard, Captain howan, a brave 
and determined man who refused to deliver up a number of hi s 
musk ets to the Governor of Valparni1:,o , Garcia Carrasco, the 
same nar row-minded man who ruled the Colo ny when our 
g lorious fo refathers changed it in a single day into a Republic; 
and i.t is in tcrc ti,w to remember how the r eso lute sail or 
behaved towards the pet ty tyrant before we had to deal with 
his sup reme will. On the refusal of Captain Rowan to deliver 
up his muskets "the troops of the o·arriso n" , ays Captaiu 
Cleveland, "about thirty in number, wi th clrums beating, and 
colors displayccl, were seen marcJ1ing from the castle to the 
seashore, 111 the afte rn oo n of the clay on which the m uskcts had 
been refused. Rowan, who was on the alert, saw them embark 
in a large launch, accompanied by the Governor, and prepared 
himself for r esistan ce. 

" The launch, ·wbich with l'O\VCrs and soldi ers, \\'as cxccse 
aively crowded, approached the llazanl with the roya l colors 
.flying. ·when within hai l of the ship, the Governor stood up, 
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and demanded if he might come on boarcl. Rowan replied, 
that he should be happy to be honored with his company, but 
that he woulcl not permit auy one of his soldiers to come on 
board. The launch approached nearer to tho ship, to enabl e 
the parties to converse with more case. The Governor again 
formally <lcmandccl tbc surrender of the arms, and was again 
refused. IIc r emonstrated, and urged the consequences of 
resisting tho authority of tbo King's r epresentative . But it 
was all unavailing, and porcei ving that neither threats nor 
persuasion had the desired effect, armed sentries ,vcre stationed 
at the gangways of the ship, and the proper precautions, taken 
ngai nst a coup de main, he returned to the shore with his solcliors, 
deeply mortifiotl, excessively irritated, and vowing vengeance . 

"The soldiers of tho garri son and tto populace wore bnsi ly 
engaged, under tho direction of the Governor, iu placing can-
non, in every direction, to bear on the ship. Tho inhabitants 
of the houses, in tho vicinity, loft them, and retired to the hills. 
Tho activity and bustle of business, had given place to the 
preparation and excitement of war; and the confusion and 
apprehension co uld hardly have been exceeded, if the town 
had boon on tho point of being taken by assault." 

XXI. 

And then, suppressi ng what is neither d1•amatic nor p1·0-
p11ctic in tl10 ri sing storm of1802 , hi s hi storian and oye-witnest:i 
tl1u s relates tho course wl1ich ovonts took : -

" Whil e a11, both on shore, and on board the shipping, 
were watching with intense interest, tho result of this throat, 
a man was observed on board tho Hazard, engaged in nailing 
tho colors to tho mast. About two hundred ruffians, arrnerl 
with pistols, swords, and knives, embarked in the launches used 
fo r carrying wheat, and boarded tho Hazard, on each side, 
whil e her men were entirely off tl1 cir g uard, unsuspicious of 
any canso of hosti li ty. 'l'o save their lives, ·uch of the cre,v as 
were able made a hast.y retreat to tl1 0 holll . But there were 
t,yo poor fo llows lying sick in their hammock s; and these wore 

( 2) 
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both clangerously wonmlecl. Rowan was sc reened from the 
vengeance of the bandi.tLi by t he interference of an office I' , taken 
immediately on sl1 orc,.and sent to th e castle." 

The omi.nous comlnct of the Gove rnor of Valparaiso 
towards the ci. tizens of a free country, whi.ch ·was at pE%'.e with 
Spain, could 11ot be rnore blamea.ble, and "it proclucecl", pro-
ceeds the wri ter who has preserved its interesting and nnknown 
reconls, "an interchange of several letters, the pnrport of which 
was, on one side, to deny the right of any foreig n vessel to 
t raverse these seas, which, his Excellency said , Eke the territory, 
belonged exclusively to his Catholic Majesty; on the other, to 
r efute tlrn absunl doctrine of any nation 's possessing an exclu-
E;i ve right to any par ticu lar sea, and g iving chnptc r and verse 
in the t rcnty, not onl y for our ri ght to sa il wh ere we please, 
but to enter their po rts and demand sncco m. His Excell ency 
closed tl1e correspondence by cxprcssi.n g a hope, that if we clitl 
not ndmit their cxc lusi.vc r ig ht to tlicsc seas, we woul(l at least, 
n, ll ow them to be masters in tl1cir o,,·n ports." 

XXII. 

'l'hc hosti le incursions of foreig n and more active races 
against the tarcly Spaniarclil wc l'c, i n(lccd, RO frequent on these 
coai:lts that i.t was customary with Engl ish-spcaki.ng crews to 
learn and repeat as a fo rced salute, 011 the hi.gh seas, the 
Spanish phrase: ".No pelea ! No peleci ! " 

One year after the American contlict in Valparai.so, there 
occnrrcd one of a more se rious character in T a1cah nano with 
the ship Thomas, which was boarded after t-vo hours' :fighting, 
and shortly afterwards the British brig, Folgc1·, was attacked 
by the Spanish Cantabros in the J:>or t of Ooquimbo and al l of 
her crew were ma~sacrccl. At the taking of the Thomas the 
mate, an Engli sh hero named Moodie, when h oisting the flag 
and shaking out the sni. ls to lean the port cried to his men:-
" Ont she goes or down flhc rrocs ! " And down she went! 

The Spanish legislators supported bo11a fide their p rctcn-
ions to b the sole ma tcrs, rulers and spoilers of the Paci.fie, 



- 19 -

ancl with snch candid argnmo11tR ns to conside r it, :since tl 10 
ti.mo of its r1iscoYorer Basco N{dioz <le Dal boa, a kind of patent 
o r priuilrj io esclusil'o granted by th o King to h is faithfu l subjects. 
T ho g reat ocean ,,·as thus for them a mare clauswn, a Spanish 
lake, i n sncli a way that when <1on Pedro de Sar miento, pursuing 
ir t vain tho heretical Drake th rongh tho Straits of Mago1lan, on 
his ar ri val in Spain, Phi li p II, askorl him if it was possib le to 
close hermetical ly that passage with a chn,i.n and a p rtd lock ... 

XXIIL 

.B'ortunatcly for those di stant co nntri.os the hour of freedom 
was close at hand, as is foreshadowed by the author ~,Te have so 
freqnently qnotoc1, to shew the powerful influen ce of fore ig n 
ideas, in tak:ino· his fi,rewell of these coasts so far back as th e 
seco nd year of this century. "During our sojourn," he says, 
"at Valparaiso we had become acquainted with, and were i n 
tho ltabit of visiting on familiar terms, soveral interesting na-
tive families; for the native inhabitants sympathized with us, 
and condemned the unfriend ly course manifested towards us 
by their rulers. They seemed, generally, to bo awakening to 
a sense of th o abject state of vassalage in which they wore held 
by thei r European masters; the posts of honor and profit being 
oxcl usivc:y in possession of Europeans, to the g reat annoyance 
of tho creoles. Bursts of indig nation, at those and other griev-
ances connccte:d with them, ,vould sometimes escape them , 
which ·were generally accompanied with a hope t!1at the period 
of ornani.;ipation m1s not very distant. " 

XXIV. 

The COLt ntry h::t(l not, indeed, to wait long its hour and 
when clostiny strnck i t, the voice of tho mot:-ll wn.s hoard cloarl_y 
nil ove r tlt o \\·orl Ll , tl1 e Britons, as a matte r of course, being th e 
fir st in th o f-i old . .b'roo trade with all nations being establish ed 
by tho liberal lnw cnn ctotl in 1811 , two Engli sh brothers, 
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Messrs. J ohn and J oscph Crosbic of Lonclon, hacl thc honor 
of bcing the pionccrs of Anglo-Cltilian cornrncrcc by fitting out 
on the Thamcs the first legal cxpcrlition to our ports. T hc 
brig Ply arrivccl in Valparaiso in tbc course of thc yca1· of thc 
comercio libre, loaclccl with a fo 11 cargo of thc commoditics most 
wantccl in this r emoto corncr of thc globo ; Engli h hardware, 
iron tools, woollcn, cotton a11cl li.ncn goocls, ancl with instruc-
tions to takc back b cm1 ancl coppcr, arti.c lcs which obtained 
vcry high prices in thc Europcan rnarkcts, owing to thc conti-
nental wars of thc ?poch. 

XXV. 

Thc wcll-assortccl carg o of thc F!y in 1811 was quite a 
novelty, alrnost a marvcl for thc Chi.lian s of that pcriocl . W e 
havo sccn many ori ginal invoi.ccs of thc nrticlcs cxpo rtecl from 
onr bodP,r;cis at t lrn t time, a n<l I think it will be illnstrati.\'C 
of ou r traclc in th osc days to rncntion sorn0 of thcm. For 
examplc, thm;e of thc ship R osalia for Pcru wcre: Ponchos, 
355; ch cese, 210; bask cts of potatocs, 100 ; sticks of fircwood, 
7,500; wooclcn stirrups, 306; jcrkecl siclos of ribs, 134; shccp 
ski.ns, 400; eak cs of bvcr, 3 5; nnts, 15,000; cak cs of alfajor; 
(swcctmcat maclc of almoncls, &c.,) 12; aynyas (small cak cs of 
bread rnadc \\'ith groase) 200; driccl tongncs, 24 cloz.; ancl 
slaycs who hacl no tongucs, 14. ~ ... 

XXVI. 

IIcrc is anothcr co ntcrnporary invoice of tho Valclim'ano .' 
Petacas (trunks m aclc of raw ox-l1iclo) 78, con tai.ning 250 pairs 
of wooclcn stirrups; 37 sc roon s of lcntil s and 8 of canary scccl 
fo r thc bircls k cpt in gol dcn pri ons by thc bcautiful ancl lazy 
limeñas. 

v\Tith r cspcct to th c English goo cl s irnpo rtcLl, go ncrally by 
muo·ghng, cluring thc olo11ial crn, it wi.ll be suffic:cnt to say 

that iu 180D , the rcam o( papor , (a s :1 r e ·ult of thc eternal wars 
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with E ngla.nd and its fo rtunate crniscrs) fetched in Santiago 
37 do ll ars, the insurance premium being 40 and 50 per cent. 
between Ca.Jiz aud any of tho South Paci(ic ports. 

XXVII. 

In tho position of supercargo of the Pl!J there came from 
Lon<lon an enlightened young man of clear mind , generous 
feelings and benevolent pnrposcs who became a Ohilian in 
ul'tcr years, man·_yin°· a Chili an lady, aud leaving honorable 
sons as good uitizcns to his adopted country. 'r h::it noble-
minded Saxon, who mot with a melancholy death in the full 
bloom of manhood, was Mr. J ohn James Barnard, a native of 
London, then in his thirtieth year, and a near r elative to the 
principals of tho Fl!J , tho two before-mentioned brothers 
Crosbie . 

l::intisfiecl with the handsome p rofits of his fa-st trip, Mr. 
Barnard returned to London and immediately organized an-
other and more considerable expedition, fitting out the English 
ship, E mily, Captain Dart, wi th a valuable cargo composed 
principally of :li.rem·ms. The expected hour of conflict had ar-
rived, an(l wh en the Emily anchored in Valparaiso in Aug u t, 
1813, war had been declared against Spain and battles after 
battles ,,·ere being fought in the south of Chile, the first General 
Parqja having lan(led his troops from Lima at San Vicente. 

Two noble friends accompanied Mr. Barnard in his second 
expedition, and like him they made a home of this distant but 
hospitable land: their names were Andrew Blest, a respectable 
merchant from Sligo, Ireland, and a young Spaniar<l, don Joa-
qui.n Iglesias, wbo came out as interpreter on board the E mily, 
and who k ept up to t he last days of hi.s life the customs, habits 
and dress of an English gentl emau,-low shoos, dress coat and 
white linen cravat. 

XXVIII. 

Mr. Barnard's seco tHl voyage was as succe sful as tho first, 
aml while anchored in th is bay he ha,d occasion to witness the 



famous and truly hero it: tig l1t Lctwec n the Engli sh frigate 
P hrwc, Commodore Ilillyar, an <l the Uuited States co n·ctte 
E se.r:, Captain Porter, whi clt r cnrnrkabl e c;oa onco uutor too k 
place in ou r neutral, hut hy no moans rospocto<l , wato l's, on 
March 29, 1814. 

Tho Esse:c left t li o D oi aware to crni se in the Pacific on Octo-
ber 27, 1812, and nrntlo li er first visit to Valparaiso on l\fay 15 
()f tho fo ll owing year, 01 1 wh ich occasion the America ns, 0 1· the 
Bostonenses as they were p;onorall y known in th is country, re-
ceived a warm woloomo Afte r crui sing nea rl y a ycm·, Captain 
I>ortor r otnrn o<l to Valparniso, having wantonly h nrn ed no loss 
Llian twelve English shipc, most of them whalers, an(1 dest royed 
property of tho val no more 0 1· loss of six million s of rlollars. 

The English Admir:1lty co ul<l not allow such a loss and such 
an outrage to coHtinuo with im1 unity, nm1 dispatched the Phrxbe 
an cl t he brig Cherub to attack an d destroy wherever found the 
ho ld hip of the Stan, and Stripes. Lu ckil y fo r them they ar-
rived at Valparaiso eight <h1ys afte r the Essex : tho lion had 
eanght tho eagle nt the ontrnnco of her den .. . 

Commodore IIill_yar, cl cclar ed a Chilian citizen a little 
aftorwarrls fo r hi s n·oll-i n tcntione<l services to tho rising r epu-
l>l ic, had a, nob le heart , ancl was as 11etermiucd a ·oldior as a 
goocl and devoted sp iri t. Ho was resolved not to let his prey 
g o free to continue hi s cruise of havoc, hnt feared to violate 
the law of a foreign conn try . Contsoqnontly he waited, and it 
is 3aid that both captains frerinontly met at the festive house 
of the governor-general, . al u ting poli tely and even conversing 
of indifferent Iratten1, bnt k eeping each of them, through th e 
neutral windows of the castle, a sharp oyo to thefr r espective 
ships lyi ng one next to tho othe r in tho bay. It was tho leopard 
and the fox that had mot s11 d(1only in the bush .. . 

Captain l'ortor wanted to escape by all moans from the 
supe rior forces of his foe . Th e E1Jgli sh commander would not 
lot h im oscapo at any rate, am1 this sing L1la r maritime adven -
ture was followed eve ry 11 ou r in itc; romantic course by the 
inhahitants as if it h.t <1 l>ec n ,t <1ramnti c play r oprcsontcd on 
the stage. Every night Lho hroczc of tho ocean hrm1ght to tho 
sho re tl10 tunes of "Goel tHWO tho King·' and "Rnlo Britannia," 
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to which tho sailors of tho Essex, close Ly, responded defiantly 
with "Hail Columbia" and tho populal' song "Yankee 
Doodle." 

At last, on tho clay al ready mentioned, taki ng advantage of 
tho frosh morning breeze of tho season, Captain Porter slipped 
his an cho 1· a11d ma(lG straight fol' tho north. But the Phrvbe and 
the Cherub wore too well on the al ert to Jct the E ssex go, and 
fo llowing i1i,-;ta 11 t ly in h er track engaged l10r opposite to Punta 
Grncsa, a notaul e promontory now porfomte by a tunn el. 

Tho Arn cri cn n ,- clefoncl od 1.hoii' 11.lg with truly heroic reso-
lution, but when tl1 oir noble l1ip w;is 011 fire aml she had lost 
more than half of her crow, the bra\'e P orter struck his colort1 
and ,; turend er ccl, delivering hi,; . word to an English oilicc r 
, ,·ho Oil boarding the E ssex fainted .. .. such was the horrnr of 
the harnc made in tl, ree hours of hard fi ghting by 81 .I3ri_tish 
gn 11 . Aclmirnl :B\uTn o·ut wa ::, a mic1'1Jiprna11 on board tlio 
E,·se.r; on that memorabl e oc:casio11, and he usecl to tell me, fifty 
yc:m3 later, in \Ya :-;hington, tha.t li e lrncl never soo n during hi :; 
daring lif0 of a sailor a more tcrribl.o ,-;ccno of c:arnago. 

X:X LX. 

These >..pl oits have bee n more or less kn own in the pages 
of l1i story; but what you, my kind hearers, will learn by tho 
.fit·,;t lines in r elation to them i ' that the supercargo of tho 
Emily, provided the Yictorious commallder with a pipe of deli-
cious Madeira wine of the valne of £63. "I eucloso you," 
" ·rote Mr . Barnard to Lis prine;ipals in L ondon on the 12th of 
April, 1814, that is to say two weeks after the battle o± the 
Phwbc, " a bill fo r £63 fo r the pipe of Madeira delivered, at 
hi :; r equest, to Captttin Ilillya r. "\Ve mu t be a li ttle diplomatic. 

" Now mind yon get acqnai ntod with him \\'hon he ret urn s. 
A goocl man ;1 11d a sncccs:;ful one ne\'er wants frien(l il and 
t hrough them he may do you good... I think eve ry li ttle 
assi ' tance is :1 goocl th ing." 

UndouhteLll y it is so ; bnt I submit that if it mts a cleve r 
piece of diplomacy to end thu bill fol' the pipe of Madeira 



h omo in ,i toad of pl'ose nting it r ight away on board, would i t 
110t have 1.J eeu a great deal morQ cliplo111atic not to have sent 
t l10 bi ll at all? 

XXX. 

}\fr_ Barnard was an intellige nt woll-b l' od ma n, ancl i n the 
, amo lotter, al ready qnote(l, h o ask , his eo nsin t:> of Londo n fo r 
Ho rne music for tho daughter of tho Governol', and ,t pair of 
spoctn clcs with the address of th o Admi11istrnclor de la A cluana 
de Chile, in which last or(lor , porh ap:; , thoro was not tho slig h-
t est cn11ning .. . Tho E mily's snpor cargo was an ingenuo u::; , 
openhearted, and onorgotic ma11; and h iwing been put in 
pri son in later year::, fo r r ofo::,ing to pay to tho Treasury of 
S,w tiago a tax h o co11sidorod unj u.;,t , r efu sed h im self to leave 
hi s itnpl'i so n m ont in order that h o mi ght chastise h is judge, 
and ,note a sti1wing pamphl et with hi s own epitaph for a motto 
as follows ; 

IIrc JACET BARNA RD ANG1rus. 

LEGES ET LIBERTATES VINDEX 

TYR ANNOlWi\f FLAGELLUS. 

Mr. Bamard's London partners in previous years had also 
feared and almost predicted to him th e trnubles of tho Spanish 
bigoted despotism. The fi rst Bl'itons i n Chil e did not fear so 
much the sea and the waves (la ma'/' y sus olas) , as it was cus-
tomary to say in mercantile protests, but a g roat deal more tho 
ig norance and tho fanaticism of those distant peoples. "So 
long as yon h ave escaped tho pangs of th o IIoly Inquisitiou," 
wrote ono of tho Crosbie , to their sup ercargo on his second 
voyage to V alparaiso, " it is a; l well." 

vVo have yet to a(ld tl1at a Uhilia n Cat holic bi1:,hop, (An-
drew i Guerrero) ha\'ing taken passngo in the E mil!) for England, 
good B arnanl, a zealous l'roto::itant, made him pay seven hun-
dro(l do llars fo r th o voyage. Th e Cro~birn-i wore t hus fairly 
avenged of th eir fear of t11c Ill(i ui ::;i tiou ! 
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., xxr. 
TJ1cre also occuned to l\lr. Barnard in those clays an ad-

eutu re almost as warlike as that of the Plucbe and the E sex , 
the casus belli bei ug a dog, and hi foe the celebrated American 
consu l, Mr. Joel l'oinsett, a bo ld and intriguing personage, 
who left the country soon after the surrender of the E se.r. The 
c;use wm; that th e snperca l'go having broug11t out in the Emily 
a fine Engli sh pointer, doubtl ess the first of his race known in 
Chile, nnlc;:;::; th e adventLHou ::; Hawkins ::;cntfrom Engla.nd, when 
rclcasc<1, to the d1ivalt·ous B eltran ,l e Cas tro tli c two honnd::; 
of this b reed ask cl for hi ran son, two hundred years back. ... 

"'\Ve cannot now say if it was a mi stake 01· an act of r eprisal 
for th e pri soners made uy the Eng li sh in Valparai so, but Mr. 
P oimett took wi th hi.m on his trip home first to San Francisco 
clel Monte, to bid adieu to hi s fri ends, the Carreras, and thence 
to Mendoza, Mr. Ba rnarcl' ::; dear pointer, and this circumstan ce 
orig inated the angry correspondence we bc,r leave to read to 
this r especf·able andicncc as characteristic of the times a.ncl of 
the gentl emen r eferred to, and which fo r the first time came to 
light t l1rongh the courtc y of a friend who l1as provided mo 
witli a mo t valuable supply of family paper". 

'l'hc letters alluded to were almost a challenge and were 
wor(l cd as foll ows :-

11E DoZA, 13 May, 1 14. 

Sir :-A fin e English pointer follow ed m e into the count ry 
Crom 3antiag o, an l not knowing the owner I broug ht him b ere. 
I have sin ce understood from Mr. B etcrson that the dog be-
longs to yo n, and would immediately have sent him, but his 
feet arc much cut crossing the Cordilleras, and as th e arricros 
nrc nut very lrnmane , I fea r tl1 a t h e would be los t . I shall 
thereCo rc take him to Buenoo Ayres, and will deliver him to 
any a 0 ·cnt nf your::; in order that he may be ::;cn t to yon by the 
tirot CS' cl bound to Chile. 

Y our most obedi ent se n ·ant, 
.J. R. Por~sETT. 

1\ I !::ir. D . . Juan D. Bam al'd, San Liago d e Ch il e. 
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J. R Poinsett, E sq., 
J3nonos Ay1·e~. 

SANTIAGO DE CmLE, 25 May, 1814. 

Sir : - I h ,we received your l etter of 13 May llatccl from 
Mend oza hy which what I had previously h ca t'cl i s co nfit·mell : 
- tlia t my pointer fol lowed you along t he UOl'llill e rn. \.s an 
Engli sh pointct' i ,; so different from the tlogs of th e co un try, I 
s houl<l have snpposotl that it wou ld have occn n ocl t o you that 
it mu st h ave an English owner, that yon wou ld, thorofvro , have 
loft it at t he Monte Ot' in Rantiago previou s to your leaving 
Chile, as I h ad honnl that it was soo n in yo ru· co mpany ou foe 
road from tho city to tho Monte. In England i t i.s customary 
with gentlemen when strnnge <logs fol low them to drive t hem 
back, or to loavo them at the first co nve nient place that they 
may be r csto rccl to their owner:,, and they do not want to bo 
info rmed that such a dog i::, tho prop erty of anotl1er p erson. I 
had hoped that a simibr fooling would have i nfl.nencecl those 
who certainly hav0 passed enough of the world to know t he 
ge nerally rc<.:e ivc<l opinions on those little poinb,, and I am 
so rry that my hope:, arc disappoin ted by yon t· fee lings of Jrn-
rnanity in wi::,hin g to spar e my p ointer \; foot. U nder tho::,e 
c ircumsta nces I have to r eci ue,;t that yon will deli ver up my 
do.a; to rny friend Mr. J ame:, Kcll(1a ll in 13ucnos Ayres, wlw 
w ill foo l pleasu re in a<l vis ing me that h e hn::, reecivod him for 
my account. 

You r obedie n t servant·, 

,Jou:-, JA11rns BARNARD. 

To J. IL l'oin ~cu, Esq.-Bucnos Ayre~. 

Bu1mos AYRES, 30 June, 1814. 

Si r :-I pro::,umed that yo n lrnd been iufo rmetl by your 
friend antl co un try man, Mr. J3otcn,011, tlt:it yom dog ]1a,d boo n 
left at M end oza i.n the lu:wcl,; of Drio·aclic r D. ,Tuan Jos6 <l e 
Ca rre ra, clwrgod to fo nva, nl him to ,rou by tho fi rst oppo rtu ni ty 
or to clelivor him to you r o rder. 
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It yon had blken pains to info rm yonl'self of th e m eans 
nsecl to asce rtain th o owner of tho cl og a nd to r es tore liirn , yo n 
would have fc)llnd no reaso n fo r th ose illiberal co nolusious and 
incl ccuro us remarks contai11 ecl in .)' \Hll' let te r: any man m ay be 
impertin ent a t a rli stan ce of fou r hundred leag ues, bu t I t rust, 
Fi i r, th:lt we may some day m eet, when, I p1'oniisc !)Oll not to 
forget !)OW' lesson of what one gentleman 01ces to another . 

I k wc t he li onor to bu, 

Your m ost obed ient 1,or va11 t , 

J . R P ornrn rr . 

,fo lrn ,hmcs Ba rn ard, E~q.-Sa nliago. 

XXXII. 

l<cturn ing n ow to rn or e seri ous topics, tho conn t ry had been 
lost at tho fierce battle of R ancagua (October 1, 1814) and reco-
vcre<l at tliat ol' Chaca\,uco gained by the patriots un cl er San 
Mar tin on Februa,·y 12, 1817, after t wen ty-eight mo nths of 
barbar ous captivity; and it was then, and only then , when the 
real fl oorl of noble, r obust, self~thinking, and self~acting British 
b loorl a nd B rit ish b rain comm enced to r each our sh or e::;, 

Bcfo ro that time , in co nsequence of th e contin uance of war 
between E ng land and Spain, th ere had not been pr operly 
oponking any B rito1:s i n Valparaiso. Ther e were h ardly a few 
gri11gos, t h row n by the chance of smuggling or of shi pwreck 
a loug the coasts; b nt singu lar enough the moilt ancient of these 
was a rnn u wh o had the name of the fi rst apostle and of t ho 
first bein g of c reation. Ile called h imself, P e ter Adam, and 
lii il prnfossion was buying p rize-money. I n latter days he fou nd 
acconlillg to some deeds in our p ublic r egisters a 1:: we0t Eve 
(as l t rn f3t many of you may do ... ) in this Valley of Paradise . . . 

XXXIII. 

It i::; pe rlrnps becoming at th is par t of this lcctnre wh er e the 
life and actio n of the :First Bri to ns in V alparaiso really corn-
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men cc, to mention that poets, travellers and cri t ics have g iven 
to the epithet gringo a quite mistaken orig in, because it cer-
tainly docs not proceed from the Scottish so11 g "Green g rnws 
the ru shes O, '' and 1os::i yet of the fancy of Lieutenant vVi sc in 
ltis book L os ,r;ri119os, when h e pretends that the name came of 
"gree nhorns," au epithet applied in the English navy to young 
and inexperi enced snilors . 

'l'ho wor,l gringo itl ind eed many centuries old and had its r eal 
o ri gin in Spain , or m ore properly in Greece, because the Old 
Spaniards used to say p roverbia,1l y of any thing they did not 
u 11derstall(l i n another buguagc " to peak in G reek " ( hablar 
en .r;ric.r;o) . 'J.'lt (J latte r word became by popular co rruption 
_rrin:JO, and hence t lt c old Spanish custom of calling all fo r-
eig ners, 11 0 matter what thei r nationali ty or lang uage arc, 
,r;ri11gos. J1:vcn to-day, ou r co untry people ca ll t he French and 
Germans, tl~o Danos and Ital ians, .<JY'i11gos, just as well a tlt 
thoro ughbre(l Engl ish . 

XXXIV. 

It docs not come within tho limits allotted to t hi s lecture to 
pay a tribute of admiration and gratitude to the noble Britons 
who, sword in haml, and t l10 love of liber ty iu thei r indomitable 
sou l,,, came to our r escue. That is a matter of on r histo ry and 
the co nutry knows it we ll. vV c h ave not forgotten ind cc l th e 
1mmm; of the O' Carrols (two brothers), the Mil ler, the O'l3ricn, 
two heroes with one n ame, the brave Charl es, killed at ri sco, . 
the D() ]l , the Vi.c Tupper, the I\1,roy 0 icn, and that of him who 
was t he first to offe r his life to his acloptcd co untry, leav ing to 
his g t·anc1tlo n t he lo,·c of h onor and virtue as the most dear aucl 
evc rbsting inheritance, Ge neral 1fackcn11a, a native of Drog-
h e<1a. Ireland. 

XXXV. 

The::,c among others were the h croc::, of our battle Jiclds, but 
the heroic liberators of the co untry who opened for Chil e and 
t bc workl the waves of the l'aciiic were countless as their ex-
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ploits. First tli crc arrived Gui se and Spry in tl1c Jlecate, then 
"\Voo, to r in the Colllmbus, and a few month s after the battle of 
Maipo the irnrnortal Scottish chicttai.n, who in English hearts 
is second only to N elso n, and i.n Chi.li an hearts sce;ond to none, 
(except a ri sing sublime nam e), n,nd who is con, idcrcd as the 
rc<l ccrn cr of the sens, 'l'homn,s, L ord Cochrane, Earl of Dun-
<lonn.ld. 

XXXVI. 

.Esco rtin g the dashing h roof B as<]UC roads there arrived in 
this port a bri lli n,nt host of braYc men who fo ll owed hi.s banner 
and hi s example; n,11d among t them hi s flag-captain and 
brother-in-l aw, Captain .B.,orste r; \Vilkinso n, :first cornmn,nder 
of tho La11taro, who cliod in thi.s city too early fo 1· his glory ; 
Illin sworth, captain of tho ship which brought on board from 
Donlogno t l,c fogitivc chn,mp ion of the nation, just by then 
disgraced wi th the name of" ungrateful England "; the gallant 
Grenfell who lost nn n,rm in the Pacific and gained tho flag of 
an Admiral in Brazil; the obsti nate and braYC Cobbet, nephew 
of th e g roat political writer, who cJisappoarod with his ship, the 
frigate 0 ' H iggins, in a terrific storm off Cape Horn; the 
Scottish Gordon, tho cunning detector of the hidden treasure 
of tho island of Anana; Carter, Sander' s, tho two Delano and 
their fathe r , l 'runier, and counting the few that were spared, 
the chivalrous Simpson and the :fighting Bynon, whose last 
breath passe<l over the Ocean when another generation of brave 
boys had sent round the universe t he fame and the glory of 
t,hcir prowess, by their ancestors unsurpassed .... 

XXXVII. 

'\Ve hn,d forgotten to ay that the name of tho bark ~thich 
bl'onght Lord Coch rane to Valp:trai so was th o Rosa , and thi s 
hip bought by the nnito<l army of Chile and the Argentine Re-

publi c; made, with Lho name of Rosa de lo Anclcsi and under 
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the ordo r2 of the gallant Captain Illin ,;worlh, a most daring 
and succcss rn l crui se in t he Pacific . Iler b1·a,·c corn nrnnd cr 
was afterwards mndc a general in tlrn Ecua<lorinn army. 

:Most of th e pri.vat.cc t"s who were the forcru nn cl's of Lor<l 
Cochran c's exploi ts i.n the Pacific had E nglish or Seotch names, 
::uHl we can not refrai n from mention ing in tl1is conn cc l"i on 
the famou s Mackay, a darin g Scot, who took by assnnlt t he 
Span ish ship, Minerva , lying at an chol' in tho bay of Ll ico, 
un der the most cxtraot"dinary circumstan ces . Mackay received 
fo rty th ousand dollars as his slrnrc of the p ri ze money, and 
his twenty fom comrades who accompanied him from Valp ~t-
rai so in an open lighter to st rike t he blow got li ttle l ess. 
Mackay bougl1t fo r th ree ti.m es i.ts r eal value t he brig CatherinP 
j nst a rri ved from the Thames, and thi.s was th e celebrate l. For-
tuna, which we have already said ca.ptn rc<l oH Cal lno the ~hip, 
El ,r;rnn 7JodP1· de D ios. 

XXXVIII. 

Sn ch was th e 2.·cnerous help lent to Chile by the free men of 
free ltng land, to which_ was soo n mhlctl a h en.vy loan of fiv e 
million <lollars in go lcl . Dut tl1 c r esponsibl e commanders of 
the powcrfol !leet sent successively by the Eng lish govcl'lln1c11t 
to p rotcd 1hc rising commerce of Bri.tiJ1 subj ects i.n the Paciti c, 
were at their turn by no m eans adverse to the progress and 
freedom of this land . 

W e have already m entioned that Uommoclorc Hillyar wiis 
m:,,d c a citizen of Chi.le fo r his se rvices t o the patriots, and 
there soon fo llowed him as chief of the I'acific station, Com-
modore Bowles, a g reat and intimate fri end of General San 
Martin, and, finally, pass ing in r eview only the superior com-
manders, Captain Hardy, tho fri end and flag-officer of Lord 
N clson on board the "Victo1'!) on the day of Trafalgar. 

Commodore Bowl es cam e to Valpa raiso in th e A mzJhio11 
soon aft.o r Ch acabuco nncl before Mai.po. Soon after Commodore 
H ardy was chief, and he watch ed th o hold operations of L ot\ l 
Cochrane on th e coast of P eru , and neither of the m made auy 



mystery o[ thoi.e pel'3onal P-yrnpathy for the ca use of the Ind,:-
pcn<lcncc of Chilo. 

A ·i.rnilar li.ne of'pro rct1ing wa s fo ll owed by their i.nforiors 
in rnnk, by Cnpta,i.n Prescott of tho Ail?'ora; Captain Falconer 
of the 7);ne; Cnptain Searle of the liypcrion; Captain Mac-
kenzie of the Superb; tho colobra,tc<l Captain Bn.. il IInll of the 
Conway; and finally Captain Hi.ckoy of the Blossom, whose 
office rs playe<l tho +i rst 0,'ickot Match on tho old c1111rha de 
c/11aw1 0 11 Cono Al egre, diRposRossin g of their groum1 tho la~t 
aborigin es of the old carir;ue Vonturn, then miserable potters in 
tho Hin co11ada. 

XXXIX. 

l'orlrnps t he lon, t friendly of those roprcsontati vos of neutral 
J~nglam1 in thoRo Reas , ,,,ns Captain Sli oriff of tho .Andromache, 
an amiab le, han <1sornc a.ud courteous officer, whose gallantry 
toward s beautiful women raiBed a cloud on the brow of a great 
commander. 

But fortunntcly for us, history has proscrvccl a doi:mrnent of 
th e utmost delicacy which \\' C take the liberty of r eading in its 
o ri ginal langungo, upwards of sixty years after it was penned, 
a,nd thi ' with the sole object of hearing tho voice of an accused 
" ·oman, and of paying pnlilic h omage to the noble Britons who 
publicly dcfondcd her oftendo<l hon or. The authoress of this 
p ersonal defe nce was Lady Cochrane herself, who thns express-
ed h er fee lings in a lette r addressed to the Engli.sh residents in 
Santingo :-

"LADY CocrrnANT1 

"To the Gentlemen Residents, &c. 

"SANTIAGO, December 5, 1819. 

"Gentl emen: -I cannot (1 cscribc in term s snHi cicn tl,r 
\Yarrn Lhc feelings I ente rtain for the kindn ess n,11(1 interest 
you l1av c evinced in my bcl1nl f in tho spontaneou s expressions 
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so ho norably mad e by you r m ee tin g of the 8 rd i. nstant; be 
a snred that I feel th i act of k i n<l n ss the mo re as i t lrn been 
d i. pl ayed at a time wb cn th e absence of my hn sbancl has left 
m e tlcfo11 cc lcss ag ai nst atta ck s so wicked ly desig ned to i njure 
me in the pnblic opinion. It ha s, however , provcLl to m e that 
althou 0 ·h the in terests or this country may have fo r n whi le de-
I rived m e of my nntura l protection, I may ever llepcnd upo n 
your sh ielding m e against the haf'ts of scandalous nncl rnali -
ciou slander. 

" "\\Titll r eo·anl to th e production i.tse lf, I fo lly coi ncide with 
yon i n having consi.der ed i t a, dese rving of th e ·mo t decide<l 
co ntempt, though I tt:u t the despi cable auth or wil l soo n he 
d i ·co ve red, that he may r ecei.ve th o ·e publ ic mark.- of clegra<la-
ti on whi ch yon, gentl emen, have so generou . ly determ in ed 
npon, by rejectin o· him from a "oc: iety for which he is so 
evidently unfitted, an<l in whi h I cannot bclieye he has ever 
bee n placed. 

" I have the hono r to be, Gentlemen, 
"Your ob liged and obedient, 

"CATHERINE C. UOOHRANb." 

XL. 

\Ve have yet to nd<l t-l1 at L ord Oochrnne wns receiYe<l by 
th e Chi. Ii.an s with nnbonn<lell co nfi <lence and proper r ej oici ngs. 
At one of th e bal Is that were offc 1·cd to the h ero, "the presid-
i 1w belle~,'' say an eye-wi tness wh o softly pressed their wai sts · 
in the waltz (Ge nernl, t hen Mnjor, Mil ler) "were Lady Cochrane 
and Mrs. Commotl or e Blanco, (w1e O{Lrmen _Gana) both young, 
fascinati ng, and hi 0 ·hly g ifte 1. The first wa a g lo riou spe-
cimen of the beauty o[ En°·lancl, and the seco nd was perhaps 
the most b eautiful and the rnost lo vely woman of Chi. le. To 
these stars of the first magni.tude mi 0 ·ht be added Miss Co-
chrane (now Mrs. Forste r), wh o, i. f he yielded somewhat in 
per onal charm ·, remained u neclipse l fo r amiabil ity. Th ere 
was not a si.ngle fo reign oflicer that fr eque nted tho ·e happy 
parties wl10 was not more o t· less , mitten by charms and man-
u ers ab. olutely iTrcsistiblc." 



J\nc1 uncl011btcdly f' t1 <:l1 " 'fl R th o Cfl RO, because qui te half fl 
ccntnry nftorwflr<l fl , 1 honnl flt Spfl lrn tl1 s fin old Engli sh Ad-
mirfll , w]1il o Q:oing along th o g~]'(lcn, singing thi s then ,vell-
known tun e : 

Zapato blanco, 
Jl,frdia de Zema, 
La culpa tiene 
La Cdrmen Gana. 

XLI. 

Lord Cochrane return ed tho compliments rocoivocl from 
tho 7Jortcffos by a dinn er given to them on St. Andrew's Day, in 
honor of tho pntron min t of Old Cn lodonia. His Lordship p re-
sided at tho table in foll Scotch costume. "Extrnordinary good 
cheer," Sfl,ys Major Miller, who was present on the occasion, 
"was followed by toasts drank with uncommon enthusiasm in 
extraordinary good wino. No one escaped its enlivening in-
ilnonco. St . .A n(lrew was voted the patron aint of champagne, 
an d many nrious advontnros of that night have fu rni shed the 
su hjcct of some sti 11 remembered anecdotes. " 

XLII. 

l'orlrn.p I shall not tl'ospa, s too much on your patience if I 
ndd to tho p receding tab]o anecdote, a lau o-hable :.flair which 
occurred to Lord Cocl1rflno n littl e after when invited to dine 
by th o ri ch Frenchman Dnborn, a conspi cuous me rchant in 
Valpnraiso. One of Duborn 's clerks, an exce llent and worthy 
man , whom many of us know in his venerable old age, don Jose 
Santos Cobo, sat al so at tho tabl e, anc1 b eing of very neat habits 
he nEocl to tic to a button of his dress coat a corner of tho 
han ging table-cloth in li eu of a napkin ; but as in those days 
th6ro lrnd occurred tho frig htful earthquake of 1822, Mr. Cobo, 
wh o wns of a ner vous nature, co uld not r estrain the panic that 

( 3 ) 
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tho convulsioris of tho earth prod uced in hi s system, and being 
fri ghtened by some one who lrnrriod ly traversed t ho :f:loor of tl10 
next room, rose and flyin g down stairs, loft tl10 table converted 
into a heap of ruins. Tl10 tr:r1'c1J1oto l1 a<l boon in thi s cnso 
Mr. Cobo's logs. So at loa8t, one of Dnborn's guest toll s tho 
story, Captain Lafond do Lurey, wl10 was prese nt, and who 
publi shed it twenty years later. 

XLIII. 

But along with tho waniors and tho sail ol's t here came to 
Uhilo tho r eal Britons of ValparaiRo, tho fo unders of its com-
merce, the pioneers of its civilization, the soldier s of peace and 
brotherh ood. Mr. A ndl'ow Blost had settled togeth er with his 
two learned brothers; .Mr. Barnard had returned fo r the third 
time from London; Mr. J ohn Sowell and Professor Richards, 
amongst many others had sailed from t l1 0 distant Ori ent in 
search of copper, an mticle so much wanted by industrious 
India, ancl others h ad flo ck ed from a ll parts of tl1 e world like 
tho Donegal, tho two en terp rising b rothers Cood, Mr. John 
Bartou who accompanied th o he roic O'B rien, another generous 
Bl'iton who lost his life in boarding tho E smcraldct , off Valpa-
raiso; Mr. H enderson, business companion of L ord Cochrane, 
the good Scotc hman Macfarlan e, his farm manager; Bourdon, 
tho fi rst auctioneer of Valparai o; Lyon, clerk to Dubern; Par-
ker, Parish R ober tson, and a fo 1v othort:i who, like Alexander 
Miller , Calrlclengh, Samuel Haigh, tho n oble Richard Pri~o, a 
clover merchant, had crossed tbe Andes, .figuring yet foromot:it 
in their company a man whose name I would invite you to hoar 
pronounced standing up as he was tho real founder of modern 
Valparaiso, and because h e saw in his• last venerable clays his 
honorable name and his white hairs insnl tod by vile usurers: tli at 
name is that of Joshua \Vaddington, a young gentleman from 
London, who arrived in this city at tlio ago of 25 yoat'8 in ] 817, 
and di ed i n it when ho lrnd roached tho ago of tho patriarcJ1s of 
the Bibl e. 
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XLIV. 

B ut the real pat1i arch of the B ri to ns of Valparaiso before 
:Mr. ,Ya<l<lington was a man of the most ki.n<l and upright na-
t nre, a benefacto r of tl1 poor who lived poor himself and had 
been made a citizen of thi . coun t ry by the most sing ul ar tic, 
cauo·ht by the lasso of an adroit hacendaclo Mr. Otaeo-ui in th e 
year 1803, embarking in his boat at a placo in th e neighborhood 
of the L aguna after havi no· left on shore a qnantity of catlc 
coll ected fo r provi ions, in spite of the Spani sb authori ties of 
the I or t close by . Thi s honored name was Mr. Grosvenor 
Bun tcr , and l1is fam il y an<l that of hi s b roth er H umphry 
p rosper now in thi s co unt ry under the shade of the virtuou s 
name of its fo umlcr, 

XLV. 

'l'he beneficent and almost instantaneous influe nce of the 
E ngli sh colon y was notori ous to nJl from its fi rst star t. .H'orcio-n 
capital coming in abnnda nce in search of legiti mate t rade im-
mediate ly caused a ri se in the price of native produce, confined 
before to the poor and fo rced market of Call ao, wl1ich had made 
of Valparniso a simpl e bodega and connting-l1ouse of Lima; the 
0on<l iLion of labor was elevated by high er wages; our mines 
received unu sual impetus through the effor t and resources of 
everal E nglish companies; the value of property was increased 

to fo ur or five times i ts colonial price; th popu lation wa al-
mcst doul> led in two or three year ; and what was more im-
po rtant , dir ect comm uni ation with the outside world, fo rmerly 
prohibite<l by a selfi. h, l> lin<l and. bigoted administration , now 
openecl to us a wide aml deep channel to th e idea , p rinciples 
and cnstoms destined to omplete in i ts cou rse the r evolution 
that had commenced 011 \y a decade pL'eviou ly. " T he rnost 
striki ng fc atul'e presented, " said a tra\-eller who l1ad vi ited 
Valparn i o in the ecoml year of this centnry and saw it again 
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in A ugust 1818, ( Captai.-n 01 vcland ) "to mark the clifforcnce 
between that pe ri od and th i , was the ha l'bo r, in whi ch tl1erc 
we re then t wo or th ree me r h ant vessel ' , wi th the royal Hag 
hoisted. N ow the harbo r was crowded, and besides t it Cl1il-ia1t 
vessels of war, the flag>' o[ many of the E uropean nation,, as 
well as th at of the U ni ted States, were seen cli sp lay d. " 

" The admi sion of fore igner· ancl th ir commerce" , adds 
the same traveller, "a-ave an air of li fe and activity which was 
never before known." 

A ccording to John Mie r , whom we have not con idered 
a real Briton of Valparai o, because he was a o- ratuito us and 
bitter enemy of Ch ile, to whose people he asc ribed l1 is own 
perso nal error , th e populatio n of Valparaiso, w11i h before 1817 
had not cxcccclcd th ree thousand souls, wn incrca cd to ten 
thousand in 1818, and to Jiftccn thousand i n 1823. Mr. Mi ers, 
who was an English gentleman of Con con rather than of Val-
paraiso, always ready to briii'g down the level of all that was 
favorab le to us, con ilcrs the numbers just qnotcd cxagcrcratcd, 
and entertains the same opinion about the number of three 
thousand English and other foreigners settled i n Valparaiso 
only :fifteen years after the outtrcak of the revolution. 

In the meantime, and particular ly through the ch annel of 
the cheap Engli h commerce, the Chilians had become familiar 
with many of the commollitic of which Engla11 ll i a careful 
collector and distributor all round the world; the cl umsy ollas 
of the Indians of the Rinconada de Pocuro had been replaced 
by tl1c neat earthenware f Sta:fl:orcl::ihirc, the tacho by the teapot, 
the heavy silver dish es by the ligl1t elegant heap p rcc lai 11 , the 
ugly wooden balconies of the houses by comfortable shuttc l's o r· 
pi llar . There is yet standing in this city, half way between the 
Merced and tlic D clicial:l , the house in which one of the com-
panions o± Lod Cochrane had the :fir tsashcs put to the outside 
window for the comfort of hi wife, ( Lord Cochrnnc' sister) 
who ·came, like him, in a delicate state of health . 

The impl c and tasty forei g n custom of mcctino· for several 
use ful purposes public or tlomcstic, as happens here at th is very 
moment, was al so of En°·li It importation, al:! had been an 
ndvantagc and a fash ion intro lncccl direct from ln(li a the use 
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of tea as a d ean and aromatie substitntc for tho unhealthy and 
in ipid I a1·aguayan mate. 

old at :first in cl rug()'ist's sto res as a ·uclori.fic, tea was 
really so. scarce in Chilo that wh en tho in vcn tory of tho E :;tanco 
was made on N ovcmbcr l '\ 182G, for csbLbl is·li iug t11at monopoly, 
tl1crc wore oul_v 5,583 pounds of tea, g reen and black, and even 
pouncls of te verla computed at 3 dollars a pound. In exchange 
there wore found in the roonis of tile Government 79,810 pack-
Hp;es of cµ,rd ' .. .. 

XLVI. 

Out in tho wild co untry thingil were much worse for tho 
tastes and pleasures of the English consumer, and there is 
a well-known a,noc<lo tc of Mr. Ricl1:ml, a famous and rather 
eccentric teacl1cr of the English Jan o·11agc in Santiago, who 
when on his way from India to t hat capital, through Valpa-
rai o, in 1819, bci1JO' aR fond of tea as tho vi ctorious Gonct·al 
Baqucdano, took care to carry wi th him a goo<l portion of tho 
best samples to be served in a hot and clean teapot on a cold 
night in t110 posada de Curncnvi; half way 0 11 th o old road 
between tho Pacific arnl tho co t·llill cra. So, aligMing from ]1is 
t ired hor ·c, Mr. Riclrnnl , wh o wns a very tn11, massive, hung ry 
man, ord crccl tl10 cook to prepare l1im 11is cloli iou · beverage, 
Hild yon may' imagine ]1is hou or when it was pro ·entod to him 
fried with g rcat:Jc in an iron pan. Th e poor Curacavi cook 
hacl si mply mistaken tho best Cl1in so tea fo r a I arccl of dry 
luchc, or sea wood ... 

XLVII. 

vV c Jnwc l1 own in tl10 com so f th is leutn ·e, ,,·hi.c]1 happily 
is approauhing ·its term ination, that tho v;iluc of property was 
almost 11ominal in Valparaiso, tltcrc not existing a single h ouse 
worth perhaps a thou and dollars before 1817. But we ii.ncl in 
our public r egisters t hat afte r that elate tho yearl y rent of many 
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of tho c mean adobe an<l eo rridor building;;, almost xc ccle l 
thei r real value. In thi s mann er, l\'II'. P ctc l' A(lant 1· n ted to 
don Vi cntc Castro thl'cc or fo nr uegleetcd rooms on tl1c pot 
occupied by the pre. cnt poi:;t-o fli. ec for BOO clolL,r,;; at the same 
time the family Iniguc✓.: r cn tecl their bodega de la ·quebrada 
dcl Almewlro to Mr. Andr w J3lc ·t for 1,500 doll ar :-; , and that 
of fouterola., in the close ncio-hborlwod , was let to a Mr. 
Callhoun, co ntractor to t lt e llcc t, fo r 1,450 dollar:-i. I~vcn the 
rocks of tl1 c famou 1·1ww cld rhivalo " ·ere sold to Mr. A. 
TIi e t by the friars of an Jnan de Dio to c t..tbli sh th0rc the 
first brc\\"cry in V.tlparaiso, they giving a · a r a,;o n for their 
,·a l t l1 c dangc l' i:; of an inful'iatc(i :ca ( "lafuria de unci mar 
cnibraacida" ) . The price adjn i:;tcd was 400 dollars at a rcdcc1n-
ablc census of 4 p er ce n t. 

XLVIII. 

The Almc1Hlral , always lauoming Ull(ler the apr rcli ension 
nf a probable inundation o f the sea, wa-i less favou red. A t 
lea t we kn ow of quite a la rge property of do'ifa B:hbara 
A sto rga, " ·hi ch enclose l an Ol'ch::ncl of 340 pea h tl'ccs, 143 
vine·, 30 pear t ree., 8 orange tl'ccs , and 342 olive trees, which 
was rcntc<l to a Mr. r,ulwick !'or six yea rs fo r 500 tlolbt·s a 
year. It is perhaps wo rthy of remark that the c, rribanos of 
those t imes ill-treated E 1wli-ilt names so badly t hat instead of 

~ 

I ad wick they wrote P uchica, for H ouston, Jiontanccla , fo r 
Parry, Pcrreas, and for B ern ard, B er,wles, followi 1w the same 
orth ographic rnles that in ol d colo nial day -i had chano-cd an 
Irish Evans into l ba11.cz, and in our own time· t he Basrinc 
gentleman Dnosurro a into d11lce de rosa ... 

XLIX. 

A long wi th thi · loca l adrn1H.:cmcnt of tl1c Port, th' Plan-
cliacla had been con \· •rtc<l into the fa:;bionablc place of com-
m_crcc, and the poor tiend11s oC the Canclamos ancl the H ontancda 
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nml other native petty merchants, wh o bcca,me rnillonairer, 
throngh mise rly habits, l1 ad ceded th eir places to t l10 commo-
cl ious alniaccnes o(' Cea ,uHl Portales, Aycincna, Sanchez and 
other enterprising Chi]ians who, tl1rough honor and dig ni ty 
l>ocame poor. 

L, 

Even the lonely hills that encircled the Port commenced 
to 011 liven their ab l'll pt sides wi tl 1 clegan t cottages, two Englisl1 
carpenters luwing been the leading men in that picturesque 
and salubrious exte nsion of the lo\',· old colonial ci ty . Their 
names were Mr. ·William Bateman and .Mr. John Martin, the 
last of whom diod only lately leaving a large fo rtun e to his 
heirs . 

Perhaps it would be of some commercial interest to remark 
here that one of fhc most profitable businesses of those good 
old times was that of making woode n boxes to ship by thousands, 
by hund reds of tl1onsands, and eve n by millions, the hard 
.Mexican and Potosi dollars taken by the Euglish merchants as 
the only means of exchange for the unsettled commerce of 
these parts of the universe. So fa r from the system of Bills 
of Exchange b eing practised, the English men-of-war con-
verted along the l'acitic coasts into a kind of :floating banks 
received in tenlporary and safe cle11osit the merchant's boxes of 
silver fo r the consideration of one or two per cent. allowecl to 
the captains fo r such a h eavy r esponsibility. And in connec-
t ion with this subject it has beeu not forgotten that on one 
occasion au honornblc E ngli sh commander, Captain Mackenzie 
of the S u7Jerb, signed by error a duplicate invoice and the 
Bank of England obl iged him to pay 80,000 dollar ·. This 

~UtU,v1 rnisfortune, combined with illness, cansecl the death of the 
'1>1 fo r tunate and too confiding sai lor. 

~fBU:1TfCA ~ 
ttfS.tli,/( ;J " LI. 

-we cons id c l' this also a :titting opportunity to establish the 
sing ular fo,ct thr1-t durin g the -ffr~t twenty years of our incle~eq. 
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dence tho enterprisi ng Ameri (;ans, wh o, undel' the narue of 
Bosto nenses, preceded t li e morn eau tiom, E11g li ~h in theil' 
dea lings, had gained a eo nsidernlJl e advan tage over the latter, 
t heir respective bah111 0os with ns bcin °· thns r0pres(intccl in 
1832: -

English vessels, 111, 20,155 tons. 
American do. , 83, 20,700 do. 

But ten years later (1842) the balance of commeree had 
been so altered that as against 79 Eng lish vessels wi th 23,695 
to ns the Americans had ouly 22 vc1:Jscls wi th 7,499 tons, a 
dedi no never r ecove red. The fi rst known American ship which 
arrived iu Valparaiso with a cargo direct was t he brig Hcirriet, 
(} 1ptain Cullen, frorn Bal tirno l'c in 103 days, on l!'cbnrnry 
13, 1818. 

LIL 

Another curious circnmsta11 cc pecu liar to the decade of 
years and occm-renccl:l we have taken in to COHl:liderntion in 
relation to English (;Ommercc was, t hat this trade was uot 
exactly in Valparaiso but in Santiago, where tl10 Custom-Ho nse 
was kept in perfect Spanish style, in the Pla,w eta de la Compailia, 
opposite to tho famous ancl thl'ee times burned church of the 
· ame name. 

It was due to this extravagan t anomaly that Santiago was 
at that time a great deal more heretical than its seapor t, owing 
to the presence, wealth and infl uen ce of the leading men of 
the English co lony. Mr. Ingrham, tho great friend of Portales 
and his disinterested al1vi t>e r on financial matters; :M:r. Begg, 
the wealthy but unfortunate successor of the more unfortunate 
Salcedo in the Pnno mines ; "Pat riot Bamard", and his cashier 
and brother-in-law Mr. Robert Bndgc who as a midshipman 
was in the guard-boat ·which rowed round the B elleroplwn when 
Napoleon was a captive on board; the two brothers Drewcck cm, 
ge ntlemen of great soci,d <1i 1:J tinction; Ml'. De Pntron , Mr. Mc 
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Clure, Mr. Kirk, ~fr. Newman, all highly edu ated young 
ge ntlemen who married Chilia11 wives ; Mr. Nathaniel Cox , 
a physician and benefactor of the people; 1fr. Appl by, who 
ran in Chile the firi:;t English race; Mr. KenneLly, to whom the 
proud secretary Portales gave the title of "Boca libre" for hi.s 
bitte r but harmless critici ms on his policy, aml a humlred 
more gentlemen live<l in peace aml labored on the banks of the 
Mapoclto, aml who, from tl1e outi::et, 11ml formed a National 
League and Committee to r epresent and gua rd their interests 
ncco rdin g to their wis Saxon in tinct, 

LIU. 

"Patriot Barnard " was appointed chairman of the English 
Committee of Sautiago, and to him in his capaci ty of the repre-
sentative of hi s countrymen, before tho first Engli sh consul, 
( Mr. l' ugent) was appointed in 1824, were addressed the two 
followiiw official note which we will now read a,; an example 
of English loyalty an<l of their fores ight for the protection of 
their commercial wealth. The first of tl1ese clocnme11ts, never 
yet published, is as foll ows: -

To JnnN J Ai\1ES BARNARD, Esq. 

"Hyperion," Valparaiso, 10 lVIarch, 1820. 

Sir:- I have to announce to you, as Chairman oftbe Com-
niittee of British Merchants residing at Santiago de Chile, the 
melancholy news of the death of our much-lamented Sovereign, 
K in g George the Third, (~md the accession to the throne of 
George the ~'onrth) to whose memory I hope every British sub-
ject in this part of the Globe will pay that tribute which is so 
justly due to his memory. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, your most obedient, humbl e 
se rvant 

T. SEARLE-Captain and enior Oflicer 
in the J>acific . 
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Tl1e other note is as follows:-

'l'o Jo1rn JAMES BARNARD, Esq, 

We, the undersigned, British Merchants, bog leave to re-
quest that yon wi ll be pleased to c,dl a General Meeting of tho 
British Men.:hants resident here, for t lto purpose of taki ng into 
co nsiclora tio n tho snbj ect of tho new rognlations of confiscations, 
.J S we! I as any otli or matters touching their Commeruial into-
rc ::i ts, and in order to determine upon the propriety of adress-
i ng the Senior Ofliccr on tlti.s Station on the subjcct.-

'No are &c. 

Santiago de Chile, September 5, /820. 

J OSIIUA vV ADDINGTON 
WILLIAM ORR 
J orrN BEGG & Co. 
JAMES ASHESOFT & Co. 
LAwsoN, MACNAB & Co . 
McNEILL, PRICE & Co. 

San ti.ago de Chile, 6 Sept., 1820. 

In conseq11 once of the above Requisition I request tho Brit-
ish Merchants \\·ill meet to-morrow at twelve o'clock precisely, 
for tho purposes therein stated at the House of thei r 

Obed. Jrnmblc servant 

J OlIN J Ai\IES BARNARD. 

To THI!] BRITISH MERCHANTS &e. 

LIV. 

Cu ltivating social and hi o·hly r espec ted connections the 
Engl ish r esidents in Santiago had also fo rmcr1 a gay circle 
under tho titl e of the "Gcntlcrncn Bufl:cr ·," and they used to 
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offer ]Jlcasant parties almost every week to the Clii lian society, 
and now and then a sumptuous ball, such as that given in 1\Ir. 
Barnanl's lt ousc, corner of the Compafiia and .Moran de streets 
on tli c night of July 17, 1>:321, on whielt occasion, as there was 
not carpeting enough in Santiago to cover tltc iioor of the ball-
room completely, the di.rector of the feast was obliged to nail 
down a bale of rose colored l.,aizc, and it happened that with 
tl1 c centrifugal velocity of the waltz, the soft clown of the 
flooring climbed up the elegant dresses anJ formed a oft web 
0 1· new garter round 'the fai r dancers, ... thus giving oecasion 
to their countrymen to say with their old Kiug Eclward :-
" Honi oit 1ui mal y pense." 

LV. 

But the ~nglish community di<l not forget amidst its plea-
Rures their sterner duties, and after the dance was over, they 
rightly thought of the dead. 

Th e g re2,t Santiago ball of 1821 cost th ern 1,200 dollars (a 
fortun e in those days), and two yeal'S afterwards they established 
Ht a cost of 1,136 dollars 15 cents the burial ground within 
whose enclosure many of the founders now sleep in peace. The 
honored snscribers to that benevolent work were: Mr. Wa<l-
di11 g ton, Mr. Bunster, Mr. Patri.ckson, Mr. Miller, Mr. Blest, 
all well-kno,vn cit izens, ancl the third American Consul after 
P oinsett ancl Judge Prevost, the honorable Mr. Hogan. 

And, melancholy thing to remember!, the first man buried 
there was a Sco tch pawnbroker, Mr. James Stewart, who came 
to this conn try from Calcutta, and was only known by the name 
of the calcutei1o. This unhappy man first inhabitant of the 
lonely Cerro Al egre was assassinated by his servant under the 
supposition that he was immensely rich. 

'l'hc Chilian government, paying due respect to the foreign 
eolouy, l1ad the culprit tried, and being convicted, caused him to 
be shot at the doo r of the victim's house on the cerro Alegre, 
and so hoeored the national law with an act of nationnl justice . 
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LVI. 

But tho law of ~nghnd was dostine<J a lso to bo soo n put to a 
t rial in a n eventful anll painfnl bloody case , wlt.ich trag;ody oc-
curod in tho most ro1iuod place of tho city, confirming by its re-
sults, as witlt a seal of honor anc1 equity tho alliance of tho t wo 
co 1lll trios . . Its brief bnt fa ithfu l r ecord will co usoquontly bo t]rn 
closii1g sce ne of this perhaps t lot1°· r eview of tho past, 

LVII. 

It was tho night of the 9th of Sep tember 1827, tho month 
of pride and r ejoicings of independent Chil o. Tl10 Valparaiso 
theatre, buil t inside the walls of the olcl clrnrch of San Agustin, 
was crnwdod with ontlrnsiastic young men, foroig uon; and Chi-
lians, the Eng lish p revailing , principall y oflicor s belonging to 
throe men-of-war ly ing in port under th o command of tho bravo 
and high-miuclod Admir al Sil' John Gordon Siu clail'. Tho 
vessels wor e the frigate Doris, 40 g uns, and th o corvettes Ranger 
and Jassiccw·. 

Sml <lonly, in th o m idst of a calm, patriotic play, a pistol 
Bh ot waR h eard in the p it, nnd tho se rgeant of tl10 thoa,tro g nal'd , 
J ose Maria Murioz, foll dead at tho feet of Liontonan t Fu I le l'ton 
of the Doris. 

'What had hap1~enocl? lfullel'ton, after a clinnor party, pro-
bably more gay than sober, in tho Al mond ml, had pick ed a quar-
rel with his neighbor; tho g uard hacl i n ter fot"od , and Sergeant 
::Vluifoz had intimated au o t to tho pro L1d and viol ent officer , 
when the lattor,clrawing a pistol, sent a bull et through tho faith-
ful h eart of tho Chilian guardian. 

The co un t rymen of the victim then r os0 Jiko one man, and 
calling fo l' revenge ra n to tho barrack s, climbed tho cerro del 
()astilto noar at harnl, a nd brought down to th o sh or e fo ur o r six 
Jiel<l p ieces. 

} .. t the samo t ime tho oJficors on · g uard on boanl tho En-
0·lii::Ji vessels h ear i11 g t h o clamorous uproar in tho city a nd r e-



cci.v-in g exaggerated news of th e clanger, landecl th eir marin es 
to th e nnmbcr of two or three hundred with two guns ; and when 
owing to tl1 e angry feeling that prcva,ilcd , a battle seemed im-
minent in the darkness of the night, peace was restored by the 
simple intcrpoiition of Admiral Sinclair and Governor Lastra, 
the form er of whom was visiting the latter when tl1c conflict 
occurred. 

TJ1e next day tl1 c English culprit was placed at the disposal 
of th e Chilian authorities, and Lieutenant Fullerton was tri ed 
by a court-martial of Chilian general officers; and was soon 
afterwards expell ed from the Engli sh service. 

LVIII. 

Such were already the fi rm tics of English and Chili.an 
fri enclsbip, consolidated in the short periocl of ten years of re-
ciprocal aml honorabl e dealings, in comme rce and society, and 
111 war. 

Fortunately that intercourse was so fa t· advanced on the day 
of the t ragedy of September 1827, that a week later the recogni-
t ion of the iuclepenclcnce of Chile w,ts officially annou need by 
Consul Nuge nt as a closing act of the clever and high-minded 
policy of the i]]ustrious George Canning towards th e republics 
of South America. 

At that memorable hour (October 10, 1827) that trul y great 
man was already dead, but before closing his noble career as 
a statesman he bad spok en to the nations of E urope those 
words, wl1ich neither the powerfu l empire of Old Albion, noe 
its good subj cct8 in Chile "·ill eve r fo rget: - " I called the 
Now vVorld. in to existence to redress the balance of the Old." 

vVords of a sublime pror,hccy which will be a fact ever• 
lasting as the Chili an now broad shores of the Pacific, as there 
wil l cont inue to exist on the surface of both nations these two 
jmrnortal things : 

" BRITISH LOYA LTY AND CI1ILI AN UON ESTL 'J 
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